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HOTEL DROUOT BOOK SALES. 




HE record by Mr. Eudel of the 
doings at the Hotel Drouot 
last year includes much of 
interest to the bibliophile, for 
whose benefit we cull the 
following items : 

The first of the year's im- 
portant sales of fine books 
was that of the collection 
which had belonged to M. 
Achille Jubinal and his brother-in-law, Philippe de Saint- 
Albin. A copy of the Motteroz, 1880 edition of " For- 
tunio," broche, containing double proofs on Japan and on 
vellum paper, of the etchings by Milius and vignettes by 
Avril, brought $69. A manuscript Horace, on vellum, 
in a sixteenth-century binding, with 21 miniatures and 
several colored borders, brought only $50 ; another, 
with 29 miniatures and a border of foliage, went for $63. 
The " Chansons" of Laborde, with the illustrations by 
Moreau, Le Bouteux and Le Barbier, an extra illustrated 
book, brought $287. Murger's " Vie de Boheme," with 
Bichard's etchings, printed by Jouast for the Societe 
des Amis des Livres, the prototype of our Grolier Club, 
went to $70. 

At the Achille Fould sale, which followed, an extra 
illustrated "Don Quixote," with 36 original designs and 
about 1700 engravings of all sorts, one bad book made 
out of several good ones (a pretty fair example of what 
this tasteless fashion leads to), sold for $254. A "Tom 
Jones" in French, with illustrations by Moreau and Tony 
Johannot, brought $65. La Fontaine's " Fables," Grand- 
ville's illustrations on China paper, mounted on vellum, 
brought $58. His " Contes et Nouvelles," with rare im- 
pressions of the plates after Fragonard, brought only 
$120, less than 50 cents for each plate. Moliere's works, 
Paris, 1734, with the portrait by Coypel and 32 plates and 
198 vignettes by Boucher, Bloudet and Oppenard, the 
plates which were badly copied in the pirated Amster- 
dam edition, went for $64. The six volumes were 
bound in full red morocco by Hardy. The deplorable 
state of French taste in books at the present day could 
hardly be shown more clearly than by contrasting this 
with the price obtained for the next number, Montes- 
quieu's " Temple de Guide," figures of Eisen and Le 
Barbier, which brought the astonishing price of $601. 
Musset's complete works, Charpentier, 1866, Bida's de- 
signs, went to $66. Sixty-six volumes of Voltaire on 
large paper, half bound in Russia, with illustrations of 
Moreau and Desenne, brought but $69. 

Thielman Kerver's "Hours," 1552, in an ancient mo- 
saic binding with silver clasps and with some verses in 
Rousard's handwriting on a blank page, brought, at the 
Meaume sale, only $127. A Montaigne, 1575, two vol- 
umes in one, green morocco, brought $45. The Gaz- 
ette des Beaux-Arts, 1859-1874, 37 vols., went for $102. 
Charles Blanc's Rembrandt brought $45 ; Dorat's " Bai- 
sers," $117, and his "Fables," $81. Laborde, 1773,2 
vols., went to $328. Racine's " Esther," and " Athalie," 
original editions bound together by Trautz-Bauzonnet, 
brought $70. Daphnis and Chloe, 171 8, red morocco, 
went to $180. 

A Thomas Aquinas, parchment, Venice, 1745-60, 
brought $40 at the Charles Jourdain sale. A Cambridge 
Cicero of 1721-1723, three volumes, in blue morocco, 
arms of Count d'Hoym, went to $320 at the Sedgwyck 
Behrend sale which followed. An Elzevir Virgil, 1676, 
in old binding of green morocco, went at the same sale 
to $ri7. A Horace, Amsterdam, 1735, red morocco, by 
Bradel-Derome, brought $80. Marot's edition of Villon 
bound up with his " Cantiques de la Paix," by Trautz- 
Bauzonnet, richly ornamented, went to $89. The orig- 
inal edition of Voltaire's " Fontenoy," with additional 
verses in his handwriting, bound in red morocco by 
Padeloup, brought $82.50. A Corneille, Paris, 1817, ex- 
tra illustrated with many portraits of the author and his 
contemporaries, went to $304. An Elzevir Moliere, 
1675, ' n five volumes, with an extra volume containing 
the posthumous works, in red morocco, by Marius 
Michel, brought $117. Another Moliere, Paris, 1773, 
six volumes, with figures by Moreau, brought $137. 

At the sale of the H. Borde collection Simon Vostre's 
" Hours," on vellum in old morocco, brought $149. A 
Cicero, which had belonged to Grolier and bearing his 



device, brought $205. A Theophrastus, translated by 
La Bruyere. Paris, 1688, old morocco binding, brought 
$230. A "Pastissier Frangais," in binding (double) 
by Trautz-Bauzonnet, went for $230. An Ovid, with the 
figures by Boucher, Eisen and others, brought $432, and 
another (Didot, 1806), with figures by Moreau, Le 
Barbier and Monsiau, proofs before letters on China, 
mounted on vellum, four volumes, half morocco, brought 
$230. A Des-Portes, Paris, 1600, bound by Cuzin in 
mosaic of blue and red, went to $160. La Fontaine's 
" Fables," first edition, bound by Trautz-Bauzonnet, 
brought also $160. The same, first complete edition 
in five volumes, 1678-1694, bound by Thibaron-Joly, 
brought $182. The same, 1755, in four volumes, 
figures by Oudry, $420. The " Contes et Nouvelles," 
Amsterdam (?) 1762, two volumes, figures of Eisen and 
Choffard; old binding in citron morocco, went to $240. 
A Moliere of 1666, two volumes, bound by Trautz-Bau- 
zonnet, brought $270 ; another, Thierry and Barbin, 
1647-75, seven volumes, by Thibaron-Joly, went to $225 ; 
another, 1734, six volumes, extra illustrated with several 
suites of plates and fifty-six original water-colors of cos- 
tumes, brought $1220. The original edition of the 
" Amour Medicin," bound by Thibaron-Joly, went to 
$140. A Racine, Hachette, 1865-73, eight volumes, 
brown morocco, by Chambolle-Duru, extra illustrated, 
with the sets by Gravelot, Moreau, Prudhon, Gerard, 
130 portraits and 19 drawings in bistre by Mr. Geffroy, 
of the Comedie-Francaise, brought $308, A " Tele- 
maque," 1785, two volumes, extra illustrated, with origi- 
nal designs in sepia by La Bruyere, not engraved, 
brought $667. Another, with the original designs of 
Marillier in India ink, brought $1026. A Rabelais, 
Amsterdam, 1741, three volumes, calf, figures by Fol- 
kema, Tange, Picart and Duboury, went to $290. The 
" Letters" of Mine, de Sevigne, with many autographs 
and 900 portraits, brought $390. 



RECENT FICTION. 
Pictures of Hellas, by P. Manager (Gotts- 

berger), is well named, as it presents in the form of short stories 
vivid pictures of every-day life among the ancient Greeks at the 
most interesting epoch of their history. Most other romances 
dealing with classic times rely for their historic interest on depict- 
ing some phase of the conflict between Paganism and Christian- 
ity. Manager has chosen to give us instead some glimpses of 
purely Pagan Greece at its best. Several of the stories, notably 
" The Sycophant" and " The Hetasria," deal with what we may 
call the ward politics of Athens, which appear to have been, in 
several ways, very similar to our own. The most dramatic " Ly- 
con with the Big Hand" is the tale of a runaway slave who is in- 
duced to return to bondage by an account of the misery into 
which his old master had fallen after his departure, and who 
finally, having been made a free citizen with all legal forms, mar- 
ries his master's daughter. All the tales in the book, five in num- 
ber, are worth reading, and may serve a good purpose to those 
who would have an inkling of what Greek life really was and who 
cannot wade through Athenaeus, Heliodorus and Dion Chrysos- 
tomus for the details which are here supplied with much more 
entertaining accompaniment. 

A Slave of Circumstances, by Ernest de Lancey 

Pierson, published by Belford, Clarke & Co., is one of those 
novels of American city life which are beginning to abound in 
answer to a natural and growing demand on the part of novel 
readers. The scene of the present story is in New York, and its 
hero is introduced to us while sleeping on a bench in Madison 
Square, having nowhere else to sleep ; but he is quickly brought 
by circumstances into other quarters. We are given many cu- 
rious pictures of New York life, including some that do much 
credit to the author's imagination, such as that of the Impecu- 
nious Club. For the manner in which the hero becomes a million- 
aire, the doings of the Argentine Club and of Captain Shrike, and 
other sensational matters, which may well serve to pass away an 
idle hour, we must refer the reader to the book itself. 

A Dream and a Forgetting, by Julian Hawthorne 
(Belford, Clarke & Co.), is one of the few summer stories worth 
reading. The narrative of Fairfax Boardwine's brief put eventful 
career as a popular poet, the true love of Mary Gault, and Fairfax's 
unworthiness of it, are simply and charmingly told in pure, nervous 
English not unworthy of the author of " The Scarlet Letter" him- 
self. The episode of the performance at a New York theatre of 
the play made from the successful poem, and its reception by the 
audience— one cannot fail to place the scene at the Madison 
Square Theatre— is brilliantly told. 

The Odds against Her, by Margaret Russell 
Macfarlane, is one of the latest issues of Cassell's Sunshine Series 
of Choice Fiction. It introduces us to a romantic German Count, 
Lieutenant Egon von Arnim, and to his more romantic sister, 
Hulda. Among these delightfully Old World people come the re- 
turned wanderer Franz and his protege" and cousin Prasseda, 
whom he had found in buckskin leggings and a short shirt on a 
rock in a lake in the Adirondacks. They make an interesting 
family group, with no great need of outsiders to cause dramatic 
complications, which come about of themselves in the most nat- 
ural manner. Madame Silva, another volume of the Sun- 



shine Series, is a short story of a New York woman born and 
brought up in the South, followed by another, " The Ghost of 
Dred Power," both being sensational, fantastical, and exciting. 

My Aunt's Match-Making, and Other Stories, by 
popular authors, are issued by the same firm in their Rainbow 
Series of original novels. Among the "other stories" is a thrilling 
one of a balloon adventure ; " The Great Gold Secret ;" a tale of 
pioneer times in San Francisco; "Hard Pressed," a Russian 
wolf story; "Mutiny on Board," "Ivy," "Only Just Saved," 
and several others with equally taking titles. Who the popular 
authors are is not stated ; but there is no doubt that their works 
included in this volume at least will prove to be popular for sum- 
mer reading. 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 

The Happy Prince, and other Tales, by Oscar 
Wilde, (Boston : Roberts Bros.), are sufficient to set that gentle- 
man's reputation straight with the younger generation, at any 
rate. He has caught much of the charm of Hans Andersen, and, 
it must be admitted, has a certain felicity of his own, both in his 
fancies and his turns of expression. Both are simple enough to 
be understood by children, while serious enough to arrest the at- 
tention of grown folks and clever enough to amuse them. The 
illustrations are by Walter Crane and Jacob Hood. 

The Black Arrow, by Robert Louis Stevenson, 

written years ago for a particular audience, as the writer says in his 
prefixed letter to his wife, is published in book form, with draw- 
ings by Will H. Low, by Charles Scribner's Sons. It is a tale of 
the War of the Roses and rejoices in a Prologue and five Books, 
and has abbots and churls and monks and witches among its 
characters. There is plenty of hard fighting and a little hard 
swearing, and it will do no harm to boys who love books of ad- 
venture, nor to Mr. Stevenson's fame, which has gone beyond the 
point at which it might be hurt by the republication of a youthful 
effort. 

Editha's Burglar, by Mrs. Hodgson Burnett, 

which must have delighted all who read it years ago in St. Nich- 
olas, has been republished by Jordan, Marsh & Co., Boston, with 
illustrations by Sandham, and a photographic portrait and auto- 
graph letter of the little girl whose real adventure with burglars 
forms the basis of the touching little story. 



TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE. 
From Lands of Exile also comes to us from Gotts- 

berger. The sketches of travel in the East, which form the con- 
tents of the book, are by a French naval officer, Lieutenant Viand, 
who has won considerable literary distinction in the game line of 
work, under the "nom de plume" of Pierre Loti. They have 
.been unusually well translated by Clara Bell, who has managed 
to preserve much of the sparkle and vivacity of the originals. The 
accounts of the author's visit to the wonderful underground tem- 
ples in Tonquin, and of his short stay at the French-Hindoo vil- 
lage of Mahi are especially good. 

A Winter Picnic, by J. and E. E. Dickinson and S. 

E. Dowd, is anentertaining story of a four months' outing in Nas- 
sau in winter. It is written in a light and jaunty vein, and makes 
one familiar with all the charming peculiarities of that paradise of 
invalids and lazy negroes. Coral reefs, sharks, concerts, sea 
gardens, sponges and sponge fishing are among the many topics 
discussed, and the unpretentious volume will make many a reader 
long for the delights of a winter in Nassau. (Henry Holt & Co.) 

Jack in the Bush, by Robert Grant (Jordan, Marsh 
& Co.) takes us off on a salmon-fishing trip to Gaspd in the far 
northeastern corner of the Province of Quebec. The company 
are Mr. John Holt, teacher, and his pupils, and a certain Colonel 
Russel, whose wood-craft is something marvellous. They camp 
out, shoot rapids, tell stones about caribou, catch several hundred- 
weight of salmon, and have a jolly time generally, in which the 
reader of the book, if he is or ever was a boy, will be pretty sure 
to share. There are illustrations by Kurtz. 



VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 
Romances, Lyrics and Sonnets from the poetic 

works of Elizabeth Barrett Browning are issued by Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co., in a neat cloth-covered volume uniform with a sim- 
ilar collection from the works of Robert Browning. The collec- 
tion contains many poems which are already general favorites : 
such as " Bertha in the Lane ;" " Wine of Cyprus ;" " The Cry 
of the Children •" " The Deserted Garden ;" "The Dead Pan ;" 
"The Virgin Mary to Child Jesus," and her last sonnet, "The 
North and the South." 

The BOOK Buyer (Charles Scribner's Sons), with its 
descriptive notices of new publications, its capital London and 
Boston literary correspondence, extracts from new books, and its 
regular excellent wood-engraving of some well-known author, is 
a remarkably cheap periodical at a dollar a year. 

That Sister-in-law of Mine, by Harry Parkes, 

author and artist of " The Man Who Would Like to Marry" and 
" The Girl Who Wouldn't Mind Getting Married," is an album 
of clever sketches, accompanied by cleverish letterpress, which de- 
scribes the progress of a very live'y English girl from the time she 
is a schoolgirl of fourteen until she has a decisive interview with 
Captain Mario w and brings Teddy Stubbles as near to suicide as 
an unsympathetic waterman will let him get. <F. Warne & Co.) 

Kate Sanborn's Rainbow Calendar (Ticknor 

&Co.) contains "hope and cheer" in the shape of " 893 quota- 
tions for blue days, rainy days, and every day." It is in book 
form, a leaf to be loosened and turned each day, but not torn off. 



